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From the Writers Club: "We talked about how we knew (or didn't know) people who had personally gotten their work published during our Writer's Club meeting today and afterwards, I asked everyone who wants to have their work published if there were any questions they would like me to ask you... Here were the top eleven..."
1. When you start a new chapter, can it start right after the end of the chapter before or does it need to be on a whole new page starting 1/3 of the way down?
Virginia:  This is an easy one! yep it needs to be on a whole new page 1/3 of the way down (the chapter title that is) Bold underlined and centered. Then start your typing 3 lines below... remember the whole manuscript should have double spaced lines... you can do this in your paragraph formatting option in your word processor. This makes it easier to read!
 

2. If you change times or people and you want to put a space between the scenes but the next scene would appear on the next page, do you need to put some kind of mark to indicate that there is supposed to be a space there?   

Virginia:   I don't know if it is required but I do just to help it read better I normally put --------------------------------------- in that space!
 

3. The set up with Visionary from the Stars looks a little more professional on the inside and it seems you were able to add artwork as well. How much input were you able to have on Visionary from the Stars because it seems like you had a lot, and did you do the artwork? 

Virginia:    :) yep I did the artwork! I had a lot of fun drawing the pictures. I mainly draw pictures during the writing of my story to help me out while I am writing my scenes and descriptions. But it also gives me a little reprieve from writing and helps clear minor cases of writers block! LOL
             Each company sets the type in their books differently. I just went over their edits and made sure it was the way I wanted it. I also got to tell them exactly where I wanted the pictures. 
 

4. Are you pleased with the results of one book (how it looks and is set up or even the main story idea) more than the other? If so, why?

Virginia:   My favorite is Visionary from the Stars for how it looks and is set up, however I favor the story idea of The Alien Mind.  But then again they are like my children... it is sooo hard to chose between them that you chose not to have favorites. I definitely feel like Visionary from the Stars came out a bit more professional and is more like a dream come true. Visionary from the Stars first started out as Exandra missions which I worked on for about 4 years. It sat in the closet for one, I went back and totally overhauled it in another, christened it with a new name and it took a year to get published!
 

5. Did you like RoseDog Publishing or Publish America more? Why or why not? Would you use either of them again with other books?  

Virginia: Rose Dog was very accommodating and helped me through a process I had never been through before, they also helped me whenever I had any ideas for promotion. Publish America is very professional but a bit distant and impersonal, You do not call them up to ask a question... everything is done over e-mail. I don't think I will use them again... They were great to start with but I need to get away from the POD publishers (print on demand) which means the book is not printed until you put in an order. I will be trying to find an agent for my next book and hopefully I will be able to find a traditional publisher.
 

6. What advice can you give to writers who write in the same genre as you do (the Sci-fi) besides the usual – keep reading and writing? Is there anything specific they need to look into?

Virginia:  The reading and writing advice always stands but you need to do variations of it. If you have a subject that you are writing about, do all your research on it first and see if you can come at it from a different angle. Oh and when you put your story through the word processors spell checker... please watch it, it is only a computer and may take your word or grammar out of context. If you pay attention to the explanations it gives in your grammar checker it will also help you learn your basic grammar better! It is also helpful to get to know other writers so you can critique each others work, therefore both of you will grow!
 

7. What is a query to be exact? 

Virginia: A query is a letter to the editor introducing them to who you are, what you have written,the book you are now offering them, and then asking them if they would be interested in publishing your work. 
 

8. How long are they typically? Word count? Page count? 

Virginia:    A query is typically set up like a professional business letter, typically one page no set word count. However the first paragraph should talk about you and what qualifies you to write, as well as introduce your new story. The Second should tell about your story, and the Third should be your conclusion, also stating that you would like to ask the publisher if they would consider your work.
 

9.  Do you suggest that someone find an agent before getting involved with publishers or does the situation depend?

Virginia: The situation depends. A agent will not only help you find a publisher but will also help you through the legal and technical jargon in a contract. You will need an agent to approach the major publishers. but if you are just starting out and want to go with a small company or POD, and you also have someone at home who can understand a contract... then I personally would wait to find an agent. 
 

10. What are the specifics for formatting a manuscript for a novel rather than a short story?

Virginia:   Formatting a Manuscript this is from my website www.virginiajennings.zoomshare.com  click on the 'continued author pages' link in the toolbar and there you will find the link to the information here...
	{Put into the header of every page, the number in the middle being the page number:}
Jennings-1-Missionaries 
 {Contact info:}                 {Put the word count below the header on the right hand corner}               
Virginia Jennings                          Approximate Word Count: 48,532                                                              
311 East Williams St.
Autryville, NC 28318
(910) Phone-number
virginiajennings@zoomshare.com
Missionaries From the Stars
By: Virginia Lori Jennings
Prologue
Jean walked among the rows of instrument consoles installed in her research ship and as she lightly passed her hand over the glittering lights she realized that her ship was more home to her than Planet Udoran had ever been. Ever since EASA (Earth's Aeronautics and Space Administration) sent her out into Udoran's surrounding stellar system in this one manned research ship, she realized that she had become more alienated from the very planet she had once called home.  As a research scientist she had been sent to observe and compare the various aspects constantly changing on the many diverse plants in the system in order to learn more about Udoran itself. However as each day went by she found herself longing not for the customary shore leave she was allowed every two months but instead she longed to travel farther away from Udoran and discover what else lay beyond the reaches of the gravitational pull from the system's star.
	About Formating a Manuscript… 

These days a publisher would like to see your work formatted a specific way because it makes certain pertinent information stand out better... This page example is not perfect but it is what I use to help me format my own work before I send it to the publisher...
You will want to have the title bold, underlined and centered about 1..3rd of the way down the page. under that put your own name. Then after about 4 lines down start your paragraph.
        Each proceeding chapter should have the title bold, underlined and centered about 1..3rd of the way down the page. Under that put your own name. Then after about 4 lines down start your paragraph...


	You can also find information on formatting a manuscript in books like 'Writers Market' and magazines like 'Writers Digest'
	


 

11. Are there any organizations or other places one can go to in order to find more information about different publishers?

Virginia:   I prefer the book 'Writers Market', it provides a detailed account of many publishers according to what they they prefer to publish.  Also if you are writing in a specific genre, look up a book in that genre and take a look at it's publisher... google them! Don't you love the internet! 
